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It was October 1945 and World War 11
had come to an end in the Pacific. Paul
Duffield would soon be on his way home
to Lorain, Ohio afier serving in the U5,
Navy as Radarman 1% class, His wife, 25-
vearold Helen [Ireland ] Duffield. was busy
preparing their home on North Jefferson
Boulevard for his expected return in
November. Bom in Scotland. Helen was an
attractive brunette who had come to Lorain
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Ireland, when she was four vears old. She
graduated in June 1940 from Lorain
High School and was working in
the office of the Lorain Products
Company while her husband was
in the service,

On the evening of Ociober 24,
1945, Ellis “Bud” Hoag left his
home on Abbe Road in Sheffield
about 10:30 to drive down a farm
lane to his greenhouse where he
intended to leave a note for the
driver of his produce truck. Driving
down the lane he came upon a black
club coupe stopped in the center
of the roadway with its engine
running. The coupe was blocking
his passage. Suspecting the car
contained “spooners,” Bud blinked
his lighis, butl gol no response.
Fearing a possible “raid” on the
tomatoes in his greenhouse, he
left his own vehicle parked behind
the strange car, sel the brakes, and
locked the doors. He walked to the
greenhouse. Seeing no intruders, he
called the County Sherill in Elyvria
lo report the incident.

Sheriff Deputies William Larson and
Charles Mack were dispaiched to the
grecnhouse to investigate. They discovered
bloodstains in the car. Nearby in a diich
completely hidden by tangled underbrush,
they found a trace of blood in the water at
the bottom of the ditch. Continuing their
search, they found the body of a voung
woman who had been shot several times.
The deputies reasoned that Hoag must
have walked within a few feet of the slaver,
wheo in all likelihood was crouching in the
ditch hiding the body of his victim, when
Hoag's appearance interrupted his escape
plans. County Coroner S. C. Ward, who
was summoned to the scene. said that the

The Greenhouse Murder

body was so cleverly hidcen that if attention
had not been directed to the spot by the
parked car, it might have gone undetected
for days.

While her husband was serving overseas,
to save money, Helen DufMicld remted out
their house on North JetTerson to another
couple. She had taken a furnished room
on California Avenue, Now the reniers had
moved out so that the Dulficlds conld move
back home. On the evening of October 24,
1945, after spending several hours cleaning

Helen [née Treland] Duffield & Lovain High Scheol graduation
photograph, June § 940 feonurtesy of Naney Mevers),

her house. Helen Duffield drove her cario
Helmann's Sandwich Shop at the corner
of California and East Enc Avenues. She
parked on the north side of the street across
from the shop. She had often stopped in
for a snack and knew the owner, William
“Bub” Helmann, [t was shortly before Bub's
closing time at 10;00 pm, Helen sat down
to have a sandwich and coffee. She told
Bub how excited she wes that Paul would
be coming home soon and of all the work
that had to be done to get the house ready
for his homecoming, She wanted to buy a
loaf of bread. but Bub was out of wrapped
loaves, so he fixed her up a small package
of bread from one of the loaves he used to
make sandwiches, As shz left the shop she

passed 7% Ward Councilman Jim Romoser
and his bother Paul Romoser who were on

Jim thought he heard a
woman scream!

theirway 1o sce Bub about a hunting trip the
three were planning for November, Helen
crossed the brightly lighted street to hercar,
unaware of an unseen assailani.

A minute or so afler the Romosers
entered the shop, Jim thought he
heard a woman scream, Neither Paul
nor Bub heard it, bui they stopped
talking to histen. The scream came
again. All three men rushed out the
front door and looked up and down
East Eric Avenue. Ad first they didn't
see anything, then they noticed the
driver’s door of Helen's car was
open. Her hair was in a mess from
struggling with someone and she
was trying to gel oul of the car
As the men tried o race 0 her aid,
they were prevented by a stream of
traffic that zipped in front of them,
released by the opening of the
drawbridge a few blocks to the west,
As Helen struggled from behind
the wheel of her car, her assailam
raised a gun. In the darkness there
was flash as he shot her in the
head. The struggle ceased! The
gun=wiclder boldly got out of the
passenger side. The witnesses could
see that he was wearing a light tan
topcoat and a dark snap-brim hat,
He walked around to the driver’s
side, pushed Helen out of the way, and
imstantly started the car In his mad dash
o escape. he careened off another car as
he cut through a gas station and rounded
the block. headed down Kansas Avenue,
turned left onto Colorado Avenue, and sped
toward Sheffield,

Councilman Romoser was in shock as he
ran back into the shop to call the police. at
the same time velling to his brother Paul to
et in his car and pursue the assailant. Paul
was able to stay with the black club coupe
in the city, turning comers on two wheels,
but on the open road, going 85 miles an
hour the coupe began to pull away. The
cars shot through Sheffield and into Avon,
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By the time the coupe got to French Creck,
it was about hall-a-mile ahead of Paul. At
the Detroit Road intersection Paul couldn’t
tell whether the coupe had med or went
straight on, He stopped at French Creck
Tavern and telephoned his brother Jimback
al Helmann's, Jim relayed this information
to the police along with the license number
that Bub had written down,

While the chase was underway, the
Lorain police had notified the State
Highway Patrol and the Lomin County
Shenffs OfMice, and a road patrol in scarch
of the suspected murder car was underway.
Unbeknownst to Paul, the coupe had tumed
west on Detroit Road, entered ShelTicld
Village, and turned south on Abbe Road.
The driver spotted a secluded farm lane
and parked alongside a thicket-lined ditch,
well out of sight of the main road. He
kncw he had to act quickly, Leaving the
car mmming, he dragged Helen throngh the
brush and dumped her in the ditch, Helen
was still alive, but gravely wounded. Not
wanting (o leave a witness 1o his crime,
he fired more bullets into her body, While
he was attempting to cover the body with
brush, another car pulled up behind the
coupe and blinked it lights, Suspecting il
might be the police. he crouched in the
ditch until he could hear footsteps moving
farther down the lane away from the cars,
Discovering that his escape route to Abbe
Road was blocked by the other vehicle,
and not wanting to confront the unknown
driver. the assailant made his escape on foot
across the farm ficlds,

After discovery of the body, city police
and state patrolmen converged on the
scene in an attempt 1o halt the escape
of the killer by patrolling the nearby
roads and highways, At least eight “off-
duty” policemen also joined in the hont,
Investigation of the scene produced a
topcoat and scarf left behind by the slaver,
footprints in the mud where an attempt
wias made 10 hide the body, and scores of
bloody fingerprints on the interior of the
car. Cleveland police scientists, David
Cowles and Frank Story, were al the scene
and made casts of the distinct footprinis.

Helen's body was taken to the Thompson
Funeral Home where Coroner Ward
performed a post-mortem ¢xamination
that disclosed that the killer had fired three
or four shots into her bodv, Three brass-
jacketed bullets from a 2 5-caliber automatic

Aerial view of the ifoag Greenhonse a

Hoag),
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Ellis “Bud " Hoag was Hmﬁ:ﬁf ter dizceover the
anfomobile were the muder was commiited
jeonrtesy af Jack Hoag).

pistol were removed from her body, and a
fourth was believed by the coroner to
still be imbedded in her neck. Dr. Ward
concluded that she was shot once in the
back of the head and in the upper back, and
twice in the chest. The police suspected that
Helen was shot to silence her screams, The
Lovain Journal headling read —DRAGNET
OUT FOR GUNMAN-SLAYER.

Gordon Wellman did come home that
night. He roomed in the home of Glenn
Murphy at 507 East Ene Avenue. For the
past two years, the 23-year-old Porismouth,
Ohio native (bom March 29, 1922) had
lived in Lorain, working at the steel mill.

Tinterior view af the Hoog G:n.imm:f in the
19405 feanrtesy af Jack Hoagl.

Mrs, Murphy was up early the next moming
and saw Wellman arrive at his room around
600 am. He hastily packed two suilcases
and wrapped up another package in paper.
He quickly departed and walked to the bus
stop where he caught the Lake Shore Bus
to Cleveland. En route, Wellman inquired
of the driver, Wavne Campbell, as o a
bus to Canton. Ohio. The diver noted he
carried two snitcases and a paper-wrapped
package.

Wellman was known to the police. He
had once roomed with Ralph Brown and
figured prominently in Brown's murder
trial. Brown was convicted in January
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1945 for the murder of his 28-year-
old swectheart, The police established
that Wellman owned and constantly
carried with him an automatic pistol. Mrs,
Murmphy positively identified the light ian
camel’s hair topcoat, with bloodstains
that was found at the scene, as belonging
to Wellman, She did this by poiniing ot
moth holes Wellman had complained 1o
her about, Wellman left muddy shoes
behind that were sent for soil testing o
an FEI laboratory, along with samples
from the greenhouse dilch. A wilness told
police that he seen Wellman standing in an
East Erie doorway near California Avenne
the evening of the shooting, “wailing for
a girlfriend.” The police interviewed a
former girllriend of Wellman and were
told that he had threatened to shoot her
il she was unfaithful o him. Police also
leamed that Wellman had quit his job at the
National Tube Company two days belore
the shooting and collected his final pay the
next day. Wellman's current 18-year-old
girlfriend was located. She said Wellman
hiad called her from Cleveland to apologize
for breaking a date with her the night before
and that he would not be back in Lorain,
but would write 10 her. Weaving all of this
circumstantial evidence wogether, Detective
Vernon Smith and Sgt. Maurice Mumford
were able to convinee City Prosecutor
Austin O Toole to 1ssue a warrant for
Wellman's arrest on an affidavit signed by
Police Chief Theodore Walker.

What still perplexed the police was the
connection between Gordon Wellman and
Helen Duffield. In an interview, Smith
and Mumford disclosed. “We have all the
evidence that we need to convict Wellman
of first degree murder before any jury in
the land. So far we have no motive in the
murder, but we know it was Wellman.”
County Prosecutor William Wickens
prepared to take the case before the Grand
Jury. If he could obtain an indictment,
federal law enforcement officers would
be permitied to join in the search for
Wellman. Prosecutor Wickens praised the
detective work by Smith and Mumford as.
“...nothing short of a stroke of genius.”

“I made a mistake in
telephoning my father. ..”

Lorain police alented Portsmouth police
and those of Columbus and other southem
Ohio citics that Wellman might be heading

for his former home and requested their
assistance in apprehending the murder
suspect, The break in the manhunt came on
the might of October 26 when the Columbus
police received a call rom Porismouth with
information that Wellman may be at his
sisier’s house i the capital city. His caplure
took place on October 27 as he walked
along Broad Street with his two sisters,
Sgt. Murmford transported Wellman back to
Lorin, armiving al 130 am on Octlober 28,
When reporiers asked him what led to his
apprehension, he said, “ made a mistake
in telephoning my father from my sister’s
home in Columbus.” Then he staried to sob,
“He never had much use for me anyway, 'l
bet he won't even come lo the trial.”

Gordon Wellman told his version of the
incident 1o the police om October 29, He
said he only wanted the car that belonged
to the sailor’s wife, He needed a car to
take an 18-year-old girl o Georgia and
marry her, On the night of October 24 he
wis walking along East Erie Avenue and
spotied Helen Duofficld's car parked across
from Helmann's Sandwich Shop. The
car was locked. He liked the look of the
coupe and loitered near a service station at
the intersection, waiting for the owner to
return. Wellman related that when Helen
got into the car he came up and ordered her
to slide over, In the struggle for the ignition
key. his gun went off “accidentally.” She
fell out of the car through the open door on
the right side. He got out. walked around
the car, shoved her back inside on the floor,
went around the car again, and got behind
the wheel. In his desperate attempt to get
away, he crashed into a taxi. but kept on
going when he saw someone from the
sandwich shop was following him.

After the chase through the east side
sireets, Wellman managed 1o elude his
pursuer in Avon and turned south on Abbe
Road just inside Shefficld He found Hoag's
greenhouse lane and turmed off. He pulled
Helen from the car to a zrassy patch. She
was still breathing and moaning, He sal
in the car for a while smoking a cigaretie,
trying to think what 1o do. “The breathing
bothered me and [ decided to do something
about it. 1 stood over her and shot two
bullets into her, Then I dragged the body
across the cinder path and put it in the ditch,
I saw the lights of a car coming down the
road. so I staned to run across the feld, 1
didn’t have time to get my coat and scarl
in the car”™

Inthe mad dash across the muddy plowed
ficld, Wellman ran into a barbed wire
fence and cut himsell and tore his clothes,
He kepl unning across ShefTield until he
reached the ralroad bridge leading inio
the steel mill, just north of East 3 1% Street,
He eniered the pipe mill where he used to
work and proceeded o burn his clothes
in a “salamander” [space-heater, usually
fucled by propane] and buried his gun,
ning loaded 25-caliber canridges, and a
plastic, cloverleal locky charm. Police later
refrieved these articles. He sent an “old-
timer” steel worker to the mull’s caleteria
1o buy him some milk and sandwiches, then
broke into a locker and stole clothing to
replace his own, While at the mill, Wellman
related his whole story 1o two steclworkers,
The two emplovees informed the police
while Wellman was on the run. The police
later said that their testimomy would have
“clinched™ the case against Wellman
without his confession.

Even so, Wellman pleaded “not guiliy™ to
the charge of first degree murder and was
held without bond. The Grand Jury began
the probe of the Helen Dufficld murder in
mid-November 1945, A surprise wilness
was Paul Dufficld, husband of Helen who
was brutally shot to death on October 24
Paul was just back from the war in the
Pacific. He had been on continuous duty as
a radarman for the past 22 months and had
five battle stars. He was unable to get air
transponation after he leamed of his wife's
slaying via a radio message while on duty.
He was released to take a cargo ship to the
West Coast then a train to Ohio. Paul and
Helen were married in September 1940 and
he went into the Navy in 1943, Reluctant to
discuss the tragedy. which struck while he
was away, Paul would sav little about his
wife, He did say that she never mentioned
Wellman or “anvone else™ in her letiers.
Ironically. he had sufficient points for
discharge on September 135. but had agreed
to stay on for two months longer. If he
had come then, she would still be alive.
On Movember 21, Gordon Wellman was
indicted by the Grand Jury for the first
degree murder of Helen Duffield.

The trial was held in January 1946 as
crowds up to 300 packed into the Lorain
County Courthouse in Elyria. The defense
attorncy Edward Conley attempted to
imply that the shooting was the result of
a lover’s quarrel between Wellman and
Helen Duffield, Wellman himself later
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testified that they had been intimate on
several occasions. This argument was
dispelled by several rebuttal witnesses and
her husband’s testimony. Wearing his Navy
uniform Paul spoke of the love between
Helen and himself, “During my yvears of
service we corresponded regularly and my
wife never mentioned going out with other
men. or even made mention of getting a
divorge.”

Testimony was heard from all of the
evewitnesses to the shooting and other
events surrounding the incident. Ellis
Hoag told of discovering the coupe on
his greenhouse lane and the Romosers
recounted their experience. In all, some
30 witnesses testified as to the guilt
of Wellman. In his closing arguments,
Prosecutor William Wickens demanded
a guilty verdict without mercy. stating,
“Wellman defamed Helen's character to
the jury to save his own vicious soul.” He
pointed at Wellman and shouted. “Gordon
Wellman is a liar, a cheat. and a frand.”

On January 13, 1946, afler seven days
of testimony, Judge D, A, Cook charged
the jury in a 27-minute presentation of
instructions. He outlined the law and

Headline from The Lorain Joumal, October 29, 19435,

gave them possible verdicts they could
return; (1) first degree murder. as charged,
with death in the electric chair, (2} first
degree murder with a recommendation
of mercy, (3) second degree murder, (4)
manslaughter, ard (3) not guilty. While
the jury deliberated Wellman's fate, Paul
Dufficld stood inthe hallway outside the
courtroom. Tears came to his eyes as he told
The Lorain Jowrnal reporter, 1 feel that the
state has completely vindicated my wife's
reputation.” Paul sought out Detective
Vemon Smith and Sgt. Maurice Mumford
to thank them for their work in the case,

AL 830 pm on January 18, after nine
hours of deliberation. the jury of eight
women and four men returned a verdict
of guilty of first degree murder. but
recommended mercy. Because of the
mercy recommendation, Wellman was
sent to the Ohic State Penitentiary for
“life.” Under Ohio law passed in 1945,
a person sentencad to life imprisonment
on a first degree murder charge becomes
eligible for consideration for parole after
15 years. The judge was clearly not pleased
with the verdict. In an unusual comment
from the bench. Judge Cook looked at

Gordon Wellman and said. “The jury has
been very generous to you. The evidence
clearly exonerates Mrs, Dufficld of any
wrongdoing whatsoever.” Asked by the
judge to stand and speak. Wellman's only
comment after urging by his attorney was,
‘T thank the jury and the judge.” O the
record he told newsmen, “I'll tell you
frankly, | expected the electric chair”

In 1960, after serving 15 vears in the
penitentiary, Gordon Wellman's petition
for parole was denied. Records appear to
indicate that Wellman was released after
serving 35 years in prison. In March 2000
he applied for and received an Ohio driver’s
license. On June 3% of that year he died in
Portsmouth, Ohio at the age of 78,

The Editor wishes to acknowledge the
comtributions of Jack Hoag, son of Ellis
Hoag. for bringing this fascinating, but very
sad story 1o the attention of the Hislorical
Society and those of Thomas Greenwood
for compiling newspaper articles relating
to this case, Shefficld Village Police Chief
Larry Bliss and Police Dispaicher Lola
Smith rescarched the final year of Gordon
Wellmans life, Their assistance is greatly
appreciated.
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July 4" Flood of 1969

A relentless rainstorm hit northern Ohio on the 4™ of July
1969, dumping a foot of precipitation across the region. The
night of the storm was a fearful expenience. The constant thunder
was deafening, Lighting strikes were so frequent that the sky was
contimsally illuminated as the min pounded down throughout the
night. Your Editor was aboard a research boat on Lake Ene that
safely made port at Catawba Island that evening. but there was
no chance to leave the protection of the vessel during the stormy
night,

N

Virtnally every stream in this pant of the state overflowed its
banks causing severe damage to farms, homes. bridges and even
marinas at the mouths” of rivers on Lake Erie. ShefTicld was not
spared. Village Administrator Leo Sheets took some photographs of
French Creck and the Black River in flood. which he has graciously
shared with the Historical Society,

s

French Creek in flood following the 4% of July storm. East River Road at James Day Park—view towand the south (lefi); East River Road at James
Dav Park—view toward the nordy fright). Photographs courtesy of Leo Sheets.

d i 3

The .5, Geological
Survey operales a stream
gaging station on the
Black River in Elyvria’s
Cascade Park about a
mile downstream from the
confluence of the East and
West Branches of the river.
Al this station, the Black
River has an upstream
drminage basin of just under
400 square miles and an
average annual flow of
336 cobic leet per sccond
(cfs). On July 6, 1969, the
station recorded the highest
instantancous peak Mow of
317,000 cfs, following a
record high rainfall in the
drainage basin on July 4,
1969, This peak was over
1500 times greater than the
average fow of the mver,

o

Black River vallev at the viver 5 conffuence with French Creek

L78, Steel Plant in the :-I':'.f.rmm'.

0
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Harriet Root—A Life of Public Service

H arrict Root was a remarkable woman.
Bom in Sheffield on August 27, 18835, her
life and carcer accomplishments can serve
as an inspiration 1o all. For 68 vears she
dedicated her life to unselfish service to her
community and to her country. On her 80
birthday. Harriet was interviewed by Rich
Bloom of The Lorain Jowrnal, When asked
how she decided to undertake a carcer of
service, she reflected, 1 guess 1 became
interested in community work while [ was
a senior at Wellesley College and taking a
course onimmigration. We would go down
to the port of Boston to talk with the many
immigrants coming to the United States.”
She speculated that it is very possible that
some of the people the voung schoolgirls
spoke with eventually settled in Lorain,
a city peopled with immigrants and their
descendants. From these conversations,
Harriet found within her the desire to
help others whenever and wherever it was
needed.

Harriet traced her family history back
to the early 17% century. “In the 1630s my
ancestors got in trouble in England and
it was a case of either getting their heads
chopped off or leaving the country. They
chose the latter. The Roots, along with
other families, lefi their home in Sheffield,
England and began the tedious journcy
which ended with the founding of ShefTicld
Village near French Creek.”

Her branch of the Root family had one
more step to go before the journey was
finally completed. They moved closer to
the lake.” At the foot of Root Road. her
grandfather, William Henry Root (1803-
1884), built a grand Greek Revival-siyle
home in the 1840s. Her father, Orville
Root (1837-1919), was raised in this house
as was Harriet. who lived here all of her
life except when she was on missions of
mercy throughout the world. Harriet's great
uncle was Capt. Aaron Root, noted for his
heroic efforts to take escaped Underground
Railroad slaves to Canada in his Great
Lake ships.

When Harriet was 9 vears old, Tom
Johnson construcied the first sieel mill on
the Black River in land annexed by Lorain
from Sheffield Township. At the same time
Lorain also annexed a portion of Sheffield
along the Lake Erie shore. extending from
about Kansas Avenue eastward to Root

A — e e

Portrait phmu{ vaf Harries Root in the 9205 fconrtesy of David Hibbard),

Road. leaving the Root Homestead just
inside Sheffield. Then in 1920 Lorain
acquired an additional 330 feet east of Root
Road—thus, Harriet's home was no longer
in Sheffield and she became a resident of
the City of Lorain,

Harriet's charity work began in 1907
afier she graduated from Wellesley College,
Returning home, she staried a sewing class
fordaughters of steel mill workers in South
Lorain, teaching over 100 girls how to
sew. Soon afier. she started a settlement

house—an institution in Lorain’s inner-city
that provided educational., recreational, and
other social services to underprivileged
residents of the community, In 1910 she
joined Associated Charities, Lorain’s
first formal welfare organization that was
founded that vear. When the first mmblings
of war in Europe were heard, Harriet lost no
time in starting a class in surgical dressings,
During this time Harriet was also busy
managing the 120-acre family grain and
stock farm on the lakeshore.
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Lavain High School graduation photagraplh of
Harriet Mavia Roat, Jue, 1903 fcomrtesy of
Drvidd Hitvbenred).
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When World War [ came, Hamiet went to
France with the Wellesley unit of the Red
Cross. She served 18 moenths in Bordeaux
caring for displaced refugees and wounded
service men, She recalled, “In France we
worked with refugees in irying 1o keep the
Families together and linding a place Tor
them to hive. Later we were transferred to
an American Army evacualion point just
outside Bordeaux 1o aid injured soldicrs
in adjusting to their retumn 1o the United
States.”

After the war, she retumed home and was
mamed secretary of the Lorin Chapler of
the American Red Cross. In 1924 she played
an outstanding role in the rehabilitation of
Lomin following the devastating tormado of
June 28, This work gained her a national
reputation, resulting in her appointment
to the National Disaster Staff of the
Red Cross, She served in several major
disasters. including Mississippi River
foods, Florida hurricanes, the California
dam tragedy, Midwest tomados. and the
Kentucky drought.

During the Great Depression of the
1930s, Harriet helped distribute food 1o
the needy and organized women of the
community in canning and preserving
thousands of jars ol lruils and vegetables
for this cause. As umes improved, Harriel
spearheaded a beautilication program
in Lorain by chairing the Lilac Tree
Committee and she was instrumental in the
original Rose Garden at Lakeview Park,
Muodesty was one of Harriet's outstanding
characteristics. When given The Lorain
Jowrnal “Best Citizen Award”™ in 1931 for
her work during the Depression, she didn’t
think she deserved it

Washingion, DC recognized Harriel's
abilitics. Representatives of President
Franklin D, Rooscvelt asked her 1o direct
the newly founded U.5. Government
Information Service in 1934, The Office
started in a few upstairs rooms, but under
Harrict's leadership it grew so rapidly
that a whole building was constructed to
house the agency. As World War 11 raged

"in the Pacific, she traveled 1o Australia
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Hm'nvﬂmﬂ' Sather, County Anditor Orv er irt fiis bickboand in jm.rrr af the family howse on the Lake Evie shore as it appmnd i Ii'u* lare J‘Sﬂ'ﬂs
yeanrtesy of David Hibbard).
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and New Zealand 1o set up ULS,
Information Libraries to help
their citizens better understand
America. One of the interesting
aspects of the job was advising
foreign war brides whai life
is like in the United States
and preparing them for the
transition. She remained in
Australia Tor three vears, where
she also helped Jewish refugee
Families Iind new homes when
the war ended.

Returning home in 1946,
Harriet jumped back into civic
activities without taking a
breather. She was an active
member of the Community
Chest, United Appeal, YWCA,
and Salvation Army, 1o which she
was mamed life board member in
1963, In 1967 she was honored
by Lorain's Quota Club as its
“Woman of the Year”

Although her seemingly
perpetual reservoir of energy
was somewhat curtailed when
she entered her eighties, Harriet
continued to spent much of
her time reading. entertaining
gucsts, and keeping abreast of
current i1ssues. In 1968, when
asked what she thought of the
Victnam War, she commented,
“We're init and we've got 1o stop
it. I hope the next administration
fimds a way o stop it.” Harnet
Root dicd on February 28, 1975
in St. Joseph Hospital at age 89,
following a bricf illness, She is
buried in the Root Family Plotin
Garfield Cemetery in Sheffield
Village.

The Editor wishes to
acknowledge the Black River
Historical Socicty for the use
of file material on Harriet Root,
and especially the gracious
assistance of Shefficld Village
Historical Society members
David and Elaine Hibbard for
sharing photographs, newspaper
articles, documents, and most of
all memories of David’s great
aunt “Hattie™ Rool,

ET ROGT isecond from left), wha is in charge of the [1.8. Libra
showing MRS. S. SAUREZ, MISS JOAN MAURER, and
orily make their homes th America,a map of fthe United
er home in Defroit. Miss Maurer, who toill leave for America
Mee in San Francisco after her marrtage : e 1
~ live in New Jersey efter her marriage to William S

Harriet Root (second from the kefi), divector of the LS, Library of Information in Ansiralia during World War
i1, is shown advising three voung Australian women about their new homes in America afier their marriage 1o
LS. servicemen. This photograph was published in the Sveney Morming Hevald on Mech 28, 1945,

Harriet Root 5 home on the lakeshore af the foot af Root Road. This howse was built by her grandfatier, William
Root in tie 183405, The house is lsted on the National Register of Historie Places.
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Brianne McLaughlin Day in Sheffield Village

Brianne McLaughlin started ice staking
when she was four vears old. Some 18
vears later her dedication to the sport
of ice hockey culminated in a Silver
Medal as goaltender on the U.5. Women's
Hockey team at the 2010 Winter Olympics
held this Febmary in Vancouver, British
Columbia. Brianne has a phenomenal 3.809
carcer saves as a goalie. In recognition
of her accomplishments, Mayor John D
Hunter declared April 13, 2010 as Brianng
McLaughlin Day in Sheffield Village and
presented her with a framed proclamation
in the Village Council Chambers on April
12. At the celebration. Brianne was kind
enough to let well-wishers try on her
dazzling Silver Medal—its actually quite
large and heavy! Brianne and her parents,
Briant and Susan McLaughlin, live on
Sturbridge Court in Sheffield Village.
Brianne is pursuing a degree in pediatric
mursing at Robert Morris University and
plans to graduate next vear. We can all be
proud to have an Olympic Medalist in our
Village and we wish Brianne continued

Ereal SucCess.

_ favar Jodm D, Hurtter presenting proclamation
tor Bricnne MeLangliin,

Brigmne 5 Sifver Medal,

Avon Isle National
Register Nomination

On April 9. 2010 the Ohio Historic
Preservation Advisory Board unanimously
voled to recommend approval of the Avon
Isle nomination for National Register of
Historic Places status. The final step in
the procedure is to send the Ohio Board's
recommendation (o the National Park
Service for approval. This two-year-long
process has been another joint project of
the Avon and Sheffield Village Historical
Socicties. The Avon Isle Dance Pavilion,
located on French Creck just northwest of
the intersection of Ohio Rowtes 254 and 611
in Avon, has been an important facet in the
history of both communitics,

bridge 1o the park over French Creek is
sehediled to be replaced this summer:

Avan sle Pavilion, built by F . J' 1926,
wrs a poptlar dance hall and weereation center
i the micd-1 9005,

We are gratified that the Ohio Board
was very complimentary of the nomination
documentation. The nomination was
prepared by Ralph White, Vice President
of the Avon Histonical Society sand Eddic &
Ricki Herdendorl of the ShefMicld Village
Historical Society. Susan Tiete, National
Register and Survey Manager of the Ohio
Historic Preservation Office. assisted
our Socictics in the effort and made the
presentation 1o the Board, The future of
Avon Isle looks bright. This summer the
bridge 1o the Isle will be replaced with
the help of a $30,000 grant from the Ohio
Department of Matural Resources, The
City of Avon plans to develop the site as
a communily center/park, and has also
applicd for an $175,000 cnergy grant from
MOPEC to renovate the dance pavilion,
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North Ridge Guidebook
Available

The Shefficld Village Historical Society and the Avon
Historical Society are pleased to announce the publication
of a Guide to the North Ridge Scenic Byway, The 284-page
guidebook contains some 290 full color and 125 black &
white illustrations, In August 2007, the Ohio Department of
Transporation designated the entire 9-mile segment of State
Route 254 within Lorain County as the Nerth Ridge Scenic
Byway. The gnidebook is designed to first familianze travelers
along this cornidor with the natural and historic setting and then
to provide a mile point by mile point illustrated description of
the most noteworthy features, both natural and cultural, that
can be seen while traversing the Seeric Byway:,

Publication of the guidebook was made possible by a
grant from the U5, Department of Transportation, Federal
Highway Administration, National Scenic Byway Program,
The guidebook is available to members of the Sheffield Village
and Avon Historical Societies for a $20.00 donation and to
non-members for a $25.00 donation.

It can be obtained by contacting the Historical Societics at
440-934=1514 (ShelMeld Village) or 440-937-5516( Avon) or
email at herdendorlia aol.comor js1 Lencentury el net or visil
www. renchereckmedical. com'byway for credit card orders.

Calendar

Mav—Restoration of 1946 Fire Truck at Garfield
Farms, 4921 Detroit Road. If vou would like to help
with this project. call Ron Forster, Historical Society
Vice President. at 440-949-7638 to schedule a time.

May 17 (Monday 7:00 pm)—Treasures of a Lost Vopage:
Shipwreck of a Gold-Rush Steamer, an illustrated
lecture presented by Eddie Herdendorf, Historical Society
President. at the American-Croatian Club, 4846 Oberlin
Avenue, Lorain, Ohio. Sponsored by the Black River
Historical Society. For more information call 440-288-4557,

June 5 (Saturday 9:00 am or when ever vou can make
it)—Work Party at the Sheffield History Center, 4944
Detroit Road. Come and help get the History Center
ready for the summer season. Dust. paint, file, inventory.
and lots of other fun jobs. For more information call the
Sheffield Village Historical Society at 440-934-1514.

July 8 {Thursday 7:00 pm)}—Summer Quarterly Meeting
of the Sheffield Village Historical Society Board
of Trustees at the Sheffield History Center, 4944
Detroit Road. All Historical Society members are
welcome to attend. For more information call the
Sheffield Village Historical Society at 440-934-1514,

July 10 (Saturday 10:00 am to 300 pmj—Sheffield Village
Historical Society Open House at the Sheffield
History Center, 4944 Detroit Road. Come and get
vour local history questions answered. book signing
for Guide to the North Ridge Scenic Bvway, sce
historic displays, bring artifacts, documents, and

GUIDE TO THE

NoOrTH RIDGE SCENIC BYwAY
Lorain County, OHIo

photographs that you would like to donate or have scanned
for the Society’s files. and enjoyv talking about Sheffield’s
heritage. Free and open to the public. For more information
call the Sheffield Village Historical Society at 440-934-1514.

Avgust 7 (Saturday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm)}—Burrell Homestead

August Picnic at 2792 East River Road. Tours of the Jabez Burrell
Homestead (built in 1820}, pioneer games. stories of Underground
Railroad escapes to Canada, and much more. Sponsored by Lorain
County Metro Parks. For more information call 800-526-7275,

September 11 (Satrday 11:00 am o0 4:30 pm)—Sheffield Village

Family Pride Day at the French Creek Nature Centerand ShefTield
Village Municipal Complex on Colorado Avenue, Come and
enjov music, games, food, nature walks, ans & crafis displays.
exhibits by local organizations, fire trucks & police cruisers,
and much, Free and open to the public. For more information
call the Sheffield Village Mavor's Office at 440-949-6324,

October 14 (Thursday 7:00 pm)—Fall Quarterly Mecting of the

Shefficld Village Historical Society Board of Trustees at the
Sheffield History Center, 4944 Deiroit Road. All Historical
Socicty members are welcome to attend. For more information
call the Sheffield Village Historical Society at 440-934-1514,
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Just What Happens to my Recycled Trash?

This past spring virtually every household in the Village
received an olive-green, 68-gallon recvecle container cant into
which each week we stuff all manner of bottles. cans, cardboard,
newspapers, junk-mail, and plastic refuse. Have you everwondered
how #hey deal with all that trash jumbled together in those carts?
Cite simply—ithey sort it by hand! A least that's pretty much what
happens after some huge machines take a crack at it. To answer
the question more fully, the Editor had an opportunity to visit the
facility in Oberlin that deals with recvclables from a 10-county
area stretching from east of Cleveland to west of Sandusky and
to south of Mansfield. With an impressive name—JZLorain Conmty
Resource Recovery Complex—ithe faculty was equally impressive
in the quantity and efficiency of the operation. Each day a staff of
30 emplovees processes 130 tons of material, but the plant could
handle up to 400 tons if operated at full capacity. They really want
your trash!

Operated by Allied Waste/REepublic Services Company, the
facility was opened in 1992 at a cosi of $8.5 million. The tract
of land upon which the plant is located comprises 1,400 acres, of
which 250 acres are being utilized as a solid waste landfill and 10
acres for the recycling facility. The attractive building that houses
the recycling plant occupies 60.000 square feet (20,000 for the
tipping/loading area, 30,000 for processing, and 10,000 for offices).
Operations Manager, Dan Schoewe, made the visit pleasant by
kindlv explaining each stage of the process and leading us on a
tour of the entire operation.

Trucks continually arrive and unload materials in two basic
categories: commercial/industrial cardboard (35%) and residential
curbside refuse (65%). The facility is running at a 75% recovery
rate. meaning that about three quarters of the waste received is
recycled for useful products, while one quarier is not suitable
for recvcling and must therefore be disposed of in the adjacent
landfill. One of Dan’s goals is to keep the latter number as low
as possible.

- .

Lovain County Resowrce Recovery Complex in Cberdin,

Processing building ar the Recovery Complex.
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Recycling Process

Truckloads are dumped, graded into
basic categories. and fed to different lines
depending on the catcgory. Cardboard
requires the least hand sorting and is directed
1o a Harris baler where approximately
To 000 individoal pieces are compressed
into 40 bales per day. Each bale weighs
about 1400 Ibs, resulting in an annual
production of approximately 10,000 tons,

Curbside refuse (newspaper. metal
beverage and food cans, glass bottles, and
various plastic containers) is more complex
and requires a variety of processing
technigues. The first machine inthe ling isa
“debagger.” Refuse has to be removed [rom
plastic bags before the sorling process can
begin. Dan Schoewe strongly recommends
against placing refuse in plastic bags—il
slows down the process. The loose material
is then conducted up a unique comvevor
system called the “Star Screen” The stars
are actually, rubberized cog-like wheels that
rotate at high speed allowing newspapers
and other paper producis to shoot up the
sysicm on top of the star wheels, while
bottles. cans. and other heavier objects fall
between the wheels and onto a convevor
beli. The paper material is then direcied to
the baler. while the glass, metal, and plastic
items continue on for further separation.

Clperations Manager Dan Schoewe holding a
Star Sereen wiheel.

= ""-_l.
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Tresh materials bemg loaded on conmveyer to e Star Screens,

Mext, magnets remove ferrous (iron &
steel) cans and other sieel scrap, Airknives
are used 1o blow off liquid or debnis from
materials as they travel on the conveyor
belts. The knives consist of high intensity,
uniform sheets of laminar airflow. Along
with vacuum systems. they separate lighter
orsmaller particles from other components,
reducing the need for hand removal.

Then comes the hand soriing by a team of
seven to ten workers. All plastic itlems are
picked up and soried by hand. Each person
has anassigned ty pe of material, be it white
plastic, colored plastic, plastic with recvcle
Mos. 3 1o 7 (only Nos. 1 & 2 are preferred
for recycling), glass jars and boitles, or
items not removed in the presort process,
such as plastic bags and paper products.

Serting line in the processing building.

A special process known as “Eddy
Current” or “Rare Earth Magnets™ removes
aluminum containers, In this process
aluminum cans are literally levitated by
inducing a magnetic field inthe cans, which
allows them to be separated easily from
other recyclables. Another device used
to remove recyclable material from large
scrap items is known as a “trommel”—a
large. rotating. screened cylinder used to
separate materials by size. It has circular
openings in the screen only large enough
to allow beverage and food containers to
pass through. while scrap metal is conveved
to a hopper for sale to local scrap dealers.
Material that is not a candidate for recycling
is left on the convevor belt, where it falls
into a hopper and is transporied to the
nearby landfill for burial.
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Plant Production

All materials, excluding glass, are baled
for shipment 1o factories that can utilize
recyclables in their manufacturing process.
This plant has a single Harris baler that can
make bales that weigh about 2,000 Ibs, All
recyclable material, excepl glass and scrap
metal, is baled for shipment. Increasingly,
domestic and foreign manufaciurers
are modifving their production lines 1o
accepl recycled maternials. The Lorain
County Resource Recovery Complex
has a marketing team that is continually
scarching for companics that can utilize
the plant’s production. If a local market for
bales of recyveled material cannot be found,
then the bales are shipped 1o the Coast
in containers bound for China. The price
received for recyeled material is highly
variable, ranging from $100/ton down
1o as low as $10/ton. Annually, the plant
produces aboul 25,000 tons of recyveled
material, in approximately the following

calegories:
Cardboard 10,200 tons
MNewspaper 10,200 wons
Glass 1300 tons
Plastic 1,300 wns
Steel 1,200 wns
Wood 350 1ons
Aluminum 250 1ons
Plastic bags 2000 wons

Value of Recycling

Here are some reasons for recveling
that were enumerated by Dan Schoewe,
Recyeling 125 aluminum cans saves
enough encrey 1o power an average home
for a day and one ton of aluminm saves 37
barrels of oil. Becanse it takes glass about
a million years to breakdown in a landfill,
il never wears out and can be recveled
over and over again. Recyeled glass saves
up o 30% of the energy 1o make new
glass, Recycling one ton of paper saves
17 trees, 3 cubic vards of landfill space,
2 barrels of oil, 7,000 gallons of water,
and enough electrical energy 1o power a
home for 5 months, Containers classified
as MNo. | & No, 2 are the most common
plastic materials in community recycling
programs (95% of all plastic bottles in the
United States market), Recycling one tonoff
plastic can save 1,000 gallons of gasoline,
Every tonof steel recveled saves the energy
cquivalent of 3.6 barrels of oil, 2,500 Ibs
of iron ore, 1,400 Ibs of coal, and 120 |bs
of limestone,

| — t.'."' R X - =l d
Sarted plastic (right) being foaded on comvever fleffi for transport to baler; bales of aluminum
cenns iy backgromind,

LUnusual Items in the Recycling Mix

As one might expect, the sorters come across some items in the trash that probably were
not intended—for example an IRS refund check for over $4.000. Lucky. Dan Schoewe
was able to track down the recipient who happily gave the sorter a $50 reward. Cash
is not unusual; another sorer found a $100 bill. but there was no way to determine the
owner! When wallets, keys, or other personal items are found that have some form of

Bales of plastic readv for shipmens; Harvis baler ar wpper right; condboand bale on forkiifi
feemier).

identification, Dan does his best to see that they are returned. Occasionally, someone will
show up at the plant believing an item of value was inadvertently dumped in the trash
and they want to know i’ they can look for it. After taking one look at the tons of debris,
they usually give up on the idea. But Dan does alert the sorters to the possibility and they

do what they can to try to spot missing items.
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In Memoriam

I the last few months we have lost Historical Society membens,
friends. and residents of Sheffield Village. The Society wishes
to express our condolences to the family and friends of these
noteworthy citizens.

Jessie Mildred [née Mittelstead] Root (1914-2010), Jessie
Root. age 95, died at her home on Detroit Road in Avon on March
22, 2010, Jessie was a Charter Member of the Sheffield Village
Historical Society. The daughter of Rudolph August and Mabel
[née Waite] Mittelstead. Jessie was bom on August 10, 1914 in
Cleveland. Ohio. The Mittelstead family, originally from Ironwood.
Michigan. moved to Avon around 1920 and farmed land on North
Ridge. In 1922 her father took Jessie and her sister, Marie, on their
first airplane ride. One Sunday the family was out for a ride and
came across a sign: Aeroplane Rides 55 Person. While dad and
the girls went up in the skv. mom siaved behind thinking she'd
never see her family alive again. Jessie graduated from Avon High
School and earned a
teaching certificate
from Bowling Green
Mormal School at
the time the school
was in transition
to Bowling Green
State University.
She was pleased to
recall being a student
in Professor Edwin
Lincoln Moscley's
science class.
The eminent, and
somewhat eccentric,
Professor Moscley
comprisced the entire
science department
al that time and also
held the position of
president of the Ohio
Academy of Science.
Jessie taught grade
school in Avon for
a few years then _ : -l
married Frank A, pocge and Frank Root at their winter home at
Root of Sheffield fenson Beach, Flovide in the [ 950s,

Village in 1937.

Together they operated a 60-acre truck farm on Detroit Road for
40 years, eventually constructing a 2-acre tomato greenhouse on
the farm. They had two sons, Frank A. Root, Jr. (193%9) and Jack
Dallas Root {1944-2009). Frank Rool. Sr. died on June 13, 2006,
Both Frank and Jessie. and their son Jack, are buried in the Milton
Garficld Family Plot of Garficld Cemetery.

Roy E. Wilhelmy (1925-2010). Roy Wilhclmy of Detrcit
Road in ShefMield Village died on March 25, 2010 at the age of
84. Roy was born on Octlober 10, 1925 in Elyra, raised in Norih
Ridgeville, and resided in Shefficld Village since 1949, He served
in the U.S. Army during World War 11 and for many years wasa
volunteer firefighter in Sheffield Village, where he also maintained

the Village's fire trucks. Roy married Olga Dirdal in 1948 and
they had one daughter, Karen A, Rogers of McKinney, Texas and
one son, Kurt R, Wilhelmy of Wakeman, Ohio, Rov worked as a
milkman and truck mechanic at Elyria Dairies for 43 vears, retining
in 1990, He was a member of 51, Vincent DePaul Catholic Church
in Sheffield Township and the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No,
9871 in Elyria. Bunal was in Garield Cemetery,

Janean [née Caley] Lujan (1936-2010), Jancan was the third
daughter of Fredrick C. “Fritz" and Rachel [née Anderson] Caley,
She died on April 8, 2010 while returning from a trip 1o Peru to
visil her daughter Rachel in Cusco. Jancan was bom on August
5. 1936 in New London and grew up on the Family farm on East
River Road in Shefficld. She graduated from Brookside High
School in 1954 and
Hiram College in
1958, After college,
Jancan joined the
Peace Corps and
served in Pem, There
she met and married
Dr. Louis “Lucho”
Lujan. They made
their home in Perm
and later in Lake
Orion, Michigan and
Huron, Ohio, Janean
was a member of the
First Presbyterian
Church in Huron and
participated in the
Harlequin's Theater |
'GTQLIP in Sandusky, Janean [née Calev] Lujans Brookside High
Burial was in Scheol graduation phoiagraph, 1954 (conriesy
Garfield Cemetery. af Fred Scharmanmi).

James Anthony Kerstetter (1966-2010). Elvria Police Officer
James Kerstetter of Middlcbury Cour in ShefTicld Village was shot
and killed in the line of duty on March 15 on 18" Street in Elvria,
Jim was bormn on July 9, 1966 in Elvria. He was a 1984 graduate
of Elyvria West High School and served as a military policeman in
the U5, Army. Before joining the Elyria Police Department Jim
had served as a Lomin County deputy shenff and as a par-time
police officer for the Cities of Grafton and LaGrange. He carned
an associate’s degree in applied science from Lorain County
Community College where he also served as instructor of the
College's Police Academy. Elyria Police Chicl Duane Whitely
called Jim “one of the best” and an “outstanding officer.” The man
who shot Officer Kerstetter was himsell shot and killed by police
officers after he lunged at them with a gun, He is survived by his
wife Tammy [née Maroney | and three daughters—Misty, Shelby,
and Bailey. Burial was in Resthaven Memorial Gardens in Avon,
Hundreds of American fags and thousands of people lined the
streets 1o honor Jim as the funeral procession passed. A benefit
for the Kerstetter family is planned for May 15 at the Breczewood
Party Center (for more information call 440-240-3573),
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Society Organization

T he Shefficld Village Historical Society is a charitable nonprofit
501y 3) and educational organization dedicated to discovering,
collecting, preserving, interpreting, and presenting Sheffield’s
rich heritage,

Membership is open to anvone who wishes to support the
Society s mission. For more information contact Eddie Herdendorf.
President (440-934-1514 herdendorferacl.com), Ron Forster, Vice
President (440-949-T7638 rlorsiersy ¢ vahoo.com), or Patsy Hoag,
Secretary (440-934-4624 patsy hoag @ roadrunner.com).

Society joumals can be found on the Village of Shefficld, Ohio
official website: www shefMeldvillaze. com (click on the Sheffield
Village Historical Society decal , then Pioneer newsletiers,
then download). o

Page Layout is by Ricki C. Herdendorf, EcoSphere Associates,
Put-in-Bay, Ohio,

The collections of the Sheffield Village Historical Society are
housed in the Sheffield History Center at 4944 Detroit Road. The
Center is open to members and guests by appoiniment—please call
(440-934=1514). The next meeting of the Board of Trustees is July
8, 2010, 7:00 pm at the History Center. All members are welcome
to attend this meeting. An Open House for members and guesis
is scheduled for Sawrday, July 10% at the History Center,

Socicty members are encouraged to submit items for future
issues. Please send your stories or ideas 1o the Editor,

Charles E. Herdendorf, Ph.D.
Journal Editor, Sheffield Village Historical Society
Garfield Farms, 4921 Detroit Road

Sheffield Village. Ohio 44054
Copyright © 2010 Sheffield Village Historical Society

Addendum to Prohibition Article

The pistol belonging to Barbara “Bobbie™ Sheets, pictured on
page 4 of the March 2010 issue of The I'illage Pioneer, has been
icentified as a 0.38 Hopkins and Allen Safety Police Revolver,
Charter member Matt Bliss found the exact same pistol illustrated
onpage 153 of Jane 5 Cun Recognition Cuide, This vanety of pistol
was produced from 1907 to 1914, It had an overall length of 7.28
inches. a barrel length of 3.25 inches, and had five chambers. On
this model the serial no. is located on the butt frame beneath the
grip. The inscription “Hopkins and Allen Arms Company. Norwich,
Conn.” and the patent date appear on the top barrel rib. Thanks for
vour detective work Matt,

Barbara Sheets ' Prohibition Eva pistol,

Ask Your Friends to Join the Historical Society

"APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

SHEFFIELD VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Garfield Farms—4921 Detroit Road, Sheffield Village, Ohio 44054—(440)-934-1514

Name

Address

Telephone Number Email

EI Individual ($10.00/yvear)

D Family ($15.00/year}—2 Adults & children under 18 years old

D Business/Corporate & Organization ($25.00/vear)
Family Members (for Membership Cards)

Special Interesis in Shefficld History?
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